THE 2011-2012 SEASON AT THE WASHINGTON SPINOZA SOCIETY

Note:  All sessions will be held at the Washington Goethe Institute at 812 7th St., N.W. (on the intersection of 7th and I Streets, one block north of the Chinatown Arch and the Chinatown/Gallery Place subway stop).  The sessions begin at 6:30 p.m. and continue for about two hours.
On September 12, 2011: Professor Dennis Skocz will give a talk entitled “Heideggerian Approaches to Spinoza.”  Here is Dennis’ description of the talk:  “No two philosophers could seem further apart than Spinoza and Heidegger.  In fact, as a student of Heidegger’s work, it has always seemed odd to me that his criticisms of Western metaphysics did not prominently include Spinoza, the quintessential rationalist.  Recently, as I have come to study Spinoza more and more, I find that there are key Spinozist concepts – substance and mode, essence and existence, and nature and cause – that make more sense when viewed with a Heideggerian lens.  In the talk, I will endeavor to do for Spinoza what Heidegger did to Leibniz and offer an admittedly revisionist reading of Spinoza.  I hope thereby to offer a fresh ‘existential’ perspective on Spinoza and perhaps extricate Book I of the Ethics  from some of the logical conundrums that arise from more traditional and analytical interpretations.”  Dennis received his degree in philosophy at Duquesne University and is an Adjunct Professor of Philosophy at the University of the District of Columbia and the Northern Virginia Community College.  A veteran career diplomat, Dennis works as a consultant in strategic planning and professional development.  He is a frequent presenter at the Washington Spinoza Society.
On October 17, 2011, Frank Dixon will be reading from and discussing excerpts from Chapters II and III of his book, Spinoza’s God.  These chapters are entitled “The Mind and Body of God” and “The Spiritual Sense of Things.”  Having read Frank’s book, I would heartily recommend it to any lover of Spinoza.  It is especially invaluable to those who are interested in Spinoza’s epistemology.   Frank is a self-taught devotee of Spinoza who has many presentations over the years at the Spinoza Society.
On November 14, 2011, Chris Moore will be giving a presentation on Karen Barad’s Meeting the World Halfway.  Chris will discuss how Barad uses the works of Foucault and Judith Butler, combined with a novel and detailed reading of Niels Bohr’s work, to advance the idea of “agential realism.”  In this view, phenomena are viewed as the basic constituents of reality, and both human and non-human entities emerge, though never fully, based on their so called “intra- actions.”  Overall, Barad tries to support a “performance” account of knowledge, arguing that knowledge is created and properly understood in the context of human actions and institutions, rather than based strictly on our observations.  Chris will also discuss Barad’s perspectives on relativism and the philosophical implications of quantum theory.  This will be Chris’ first presentation at the Washington Spinoza Society, and we are very excited to introduce a new presenter to the group.  Chris holds degrees in political science and international relations from the University of California. He works as an economist and research coordinator in U.S. EPA's Office of Water.
On December 12, 2011, Tim Beardsley will be giving a talk on the philosophy of Bernard Williams and its relationship to Spinoza’s philosophy.  Tim is an Oxford trained Bio-scientist and a veteran presenter at the Washington Spinoza Society.  
On January 23, 2012,  Professor Kenneth Feigenbaum will talk about “Spinoza: The Prescient Cognitive Psychologist.”  Ken embarked on a long career as an academic and as a clinician after earning his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago.  He has taught at many universities both here and abroad, including Brandeis, Antioch, Wayne State, Trinity College-Dublin and the University of South Africa.  He has been a recipient of a Fulbright Grant to Turkey and was an International Scholar to Kyrgyzstan.  Presently, he is an Adjunct Professor in Psychology at the University of Maryland University College.  Ken is also a frequent presenter at the Washington Spinoza Society.

On February 13, 2012, Dr. Thomas Goldring will continue the presentation that he began this past season entitled “A Critical Analysis of a Traditional Argument Regarding the Revelation at Sinai.”  Tom is a mathematician by training & profession, with side interests in logic, philosophy, and historical/critical biblical studies.   He is also a frequent presenter at the Washington Spinoza Society.
On March 12, 2012, Dr. David M. Finkelstein will be doing a presentation entitled “Spinoza and Wittgenstein on Mind and the World Order.  David will talk about what it means to say that the order and connection of ideas is the same as the order and connection of things, why one might worry that the mental and world orders are “different,” and the sorts of stories that philosophers have told in an effort to overcome those worries.  David wrote his dissertation on Wittgenstein at the University of Pittsburgh, when he obtained a PhD in philosophy.  He now works as a Trial Attorney for the Fraud Section of the United States Department of Justice’s Civil Division.

The Society will meet again on April 9, 2012, with a topic and presenter to be named later.

On May 14, 2012, we will conclude the 2011-2012 season with our annual Grab Bag session. For those who haven’t attended these sessions in the past, they are typically the most stimulating meetings of the year, because everyone in attendance is encouraged to bring up whatever philosophical issues he or she has been wrestling with and discuss these issues with the group.  
I hope to see you at as many of these events as possible.

Daniel Spiro
